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AN AR EXTERIOR

Outside, the Tacrical .22 is config-
ured as just that: a "tactical” AR-15
in shorty-carbine form. The profile
is similar enough to pass for a

5.56mm/.223 combat rifle at a mod-

erate distance, with its quad-rail
fore-end, tall front-sight tower,
carry handle with a detachable
TAPCO synthetic Picatinny rail, A2-
style rear drum/wheel adjustable
aperture, pistol grip and collapsible
stock. Yet looking closer in hand,
vou find the external "body" is
composed of two molded clamshell
halves held together around the
steel guts and barrel with several

strategically located Phillips screws.

Individual smaller features such
as the sight tower, Delta ring, carry
handle, rear-sight section, brass
deflector, forward bolt assist and
charging handle, are all molded,
too. The six-position ATI stock
functions in the conventional way,
and the Tactical .22 is equipped
with a molded front sling swivel
that rotates around the barrel
under the sight tower for use dead-
center down or on either side along
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with a standard steel swivel stud in
the rear stock and a slot for alterna-
tive high sling carry.

The railed fore-end and the pistol
grip are not removable from the
external body. Yet, the stock is, and
since the reciprocating bolt handle
lives in the ejection port, there's no
AR-style dust cover.

The safety is a steel crossbolt
type in front of the trigger that's
easily pushed on by the left thumb
for righties and easily pushed off by
a right-hand trigger finger for most
adults and many non-adults (lefties
will have to adapt, as always, but
it's not difficult to do on this gun),
and the mag release is a dual-sided
pseudo-selector switch operable by
either hand near the bottom of the
magazine well,
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