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Mossberg Tactical Plinkster
proves an accurate fun gun

by Larry S. Sterett
Contributing Editor
In the mid 20th Century, O.F.
Mossberg & Sons (7 Grasso Ave., North
Haven, CT 06473; phone: 203-230-5300:
online: Mossberg.com) used to be known
for their line of many-featured, great-
value-for-the-money line of .22 rimfire
rifles. Then came the Model 500 shotgun
and the great rimfire rifle line headed
down the skids to oblivion. In the past
few years, Mossberg has re-introduced a
rimfire line. The new rifles are not
modernized updates of the once-famous

The front sight assembly on the Tactical
22 Is integral with the forearm, but the
sling swivel is a separate band free to
rotate around the barrel. The visible
screw heads Indicate locations where the
halves of the clamshell AR-15 style hous-

ing is held together.

designs of yesteryear, but new designs
manufactured not in North Haven, CT,
but in Brazil by C.B.C.

In keeping with a modern trend to

of a slightly smaller AR-15. (It actually
does resemble the AR-15 more than
some of the rimfire AR-15 clones by
other manufacturers.)

The black synthetic clamshell style of
housing surrounding the basic Plinkster-
barreled action appears to be fiberglass
filled, with the two parts fastened
together by pins and Phillips head
screws. The telescoping buttstock
assembly is a five-position AR-15 type
produced by ATIL. The AR-15 type
housing is well designed, and appears
realistic, but the front sight assembly,
forearm, carry handle, magazine well,
AR-15 style charging handle, forward
bolt assist, and shell deflector, are all
integral; faux, but realistic. The
Picatinny rail on the carrying handle is
a separate piece, measuring 6% inches in
length and having a dozen slots for
attaching Weaver-type mounts for scope,
lasers, lights, ete. This rail attaches to
the carrying handle the same as with the
original AR-15 scope mount bases by a
single screw or bolt tightened with a
thumb nut. The rail is the tunnel-style
permitting the shooter to use the open
sights when desired or necessary.

The new Mossberg, which is marked
Mossberg Int'l 702 Plinkster on the
upper left side of the receiver shell, tips
the scales at 5 pounds, 4 ounces, empty,
with the 10-round magazine inserted,
and the Picatinny rail installed on the
carry handle. The test gun measured 37-
3/8 inches overall, with the five-position
ATI telescoping AR-15 type stock fully
extended, and 3-7/8 inches shorter when
the stock is fully forward.

The barrel on the test rifle measured
18 inches long, and featured a recessed
muzzle with beveled circumference. The
front sight assembly is molded integral

Top, Mossberg Model 152 with fold-down forearm tip to serve as forward hand grip.
The sling swivels are located on the left side of the buttstock and at the hinge pin.
On later production versions of the Model 152 the fold-down grip was not hard-
wood, but molded of a black synthetic. The detachable box magazine has a 7-round
capacity. The middie rifle is the Mossberg 702 Plinkster Tactical 22 with 10-round
magazine. The bottom rifle is a 1954 remodeled Mossberg Model 152 with 15-round
magazine. The rear sight has been removed and a scope with tip-off mounts in-
stalled. (The rear sight can be re-installed after removing the scope, but the front
sight cannot, without removing the muzzle brake.)

each 10-13/16 inches long with 27
accessory mount positions—and four
sets of a baker's dozen ventilation
ports. A barrel band with integral
sling loop is positioned between the
barrel bands of the front sight assem-
bly. It is free to rotate around the
barrel approximately 290 degrees.

The two side rails are attached to the
forearm portion via three Phillips-head
screws each. The top and bottom rails
are integral with the forearm, or rather
half of each rail—top and bottom—is
molded with each half of the forearm.
When the left portion of the clamshell is
mated with the right half, the two rail
halves come together to form a single top
rail and a single bottom rail.

The safety on the Tactical 22 is the
same as on the regular 702 Plinkster, a
large circular eross-holt design. with

ejection port are the following four
lines: Warning: Before use read owner's
{ manual for safe operation / Available
from Mossberg Int'l, Inc. / PO Box 455,
North, CT 06422."

The trigger on the Tactical 22 is well
shaped, with a smooth, flat face. (Length
of pull on the test gun, with the stock
fully extended, measured 14-9/16 inches.)
The charging handle is the standard 702
hook-style handle, with a smooth, slightly
convex face, and a serrated top surface.
(The bolt can be locked in the rear
position by pulling the charging handle
as far rearward as possible and pushing
it inward. To release the bolt the charging
handle is pulled outward, hence the
serrated top surface to aid in grasping.)
It's a bit cramped in thiz area due to the
shell defector location and the small
charging handle,




The telescoping ATI buttstock on the Tactical 22. (Note the stud for a detachable
sling swivel near the toe of the butt.) The stock, as shown, is In the second position,
out of the possible five.



Mossberg reclaims lost ground
in accurate .22 rimfire arena

1Continued from Page 10|
FOpRer plated b et Winche Sirpee
X Dynapaint and Super-X Power Poinl
PMC Seoremister and Sidewinder, U]
Velocitor. and Federal Classic High
Yolociby with capper-plated bullets
Firing was dere from the bencl on the
1000-inch tangi. wilh the leR forearm
restimgon a sandbug and the beft hand
grasping the rifte (vrend. The butistosk
wis sxlepded and shovldered jn Uhe
narmil manner. Thres-shol graops were
lired Tor ®mze. wnd the mazazine was
|updied with nine rounds

The bulk-of the liring was done using
the first thres loadu listed—HRemington
22 Targed, Eley Match EPS, and Winches-
tep M.22, slarting with the open sights
With open sights Lhe smallest group
measured 8/ 16-1nch, center-to-center, and
was obtsined uring the Remington/Eley
Match EPS found. The next smnllest
group, measuring W 16-nch, center-to.
center, was obtained using the Winches:
ter M.22 round. Most of the groups wers
triangular in shape, ar in o slight straight
line. 1The Elev EPS lnad producsd the
smallest group using the open sights; it
also produced & couple of stovepipes, bul
not-on Lhe same string, The waxed
conting on the bullet might have had
some bearing, as this was the only load
with this type of lubrication,

Altar installing a 2x6X Mil-Dat seope
on the AR- 15 style carrving handle
motinl base, the accuracy Tunctioning
tosts continued with the scope set nl 6%,
Several magazines of the three initial
loads were used Nrst, with the other
loads being introduced later With the
seope installed, the amallest three-zho
group measured 6/ 16-inch, and was
ahtained using the Winchester M.22
load. The PMU Scoremaster load did
almost as well with one B/ 16-inch group.
Most of the groups measured under an
inch in size, center-to-conter, regardless
af the brand, and thoss meaguring over
an inch can be attributed to shooter
vrrar o highting conditions,

et her thun tlhie | Wi sLoVe i ped Nien
tioned, no probiems were encouniered
with feeding from the magizine, o
: eipclion af the lred cases. | Depending on
I the cartridpe brand and the load, the
fired brass i# geatterad ull over the
landstape ssveral pacés to the right of
the Mring line. | The Mossberg Tactical 22
ta & fun gun to shoot, The reor sight 1A-2

typel is adjustable, and it works well, as
:Iut-n the cross- hnlt saluty. The m.:p;u:mu_

ol e
igh fisr
r:l-nl-\,.tll'_' kgt [l mghit be becl Lo k
sl arke ar two brands ol pnmanunition

faving awns
bBiellel ubvization a7
than standned.
doeant permit xolid chesk contact-with
the butistook tobe whicli s o detriment
to tight grougs bul the apan sighis can
bt =rd Wil The scope melnllod; the
mount base 18 the “see-through™ tvpe

The Tacticn] 22 wais avourate @ 'Im'nh
far plinking with all the loads tried, bul
it war dicided to put severa] magazines
lpaded with mne different loads through
it rapld fire 1o determime just what
group size might be possible, The nine
cartridges were loaded into the maga-
zine vach tme ia noe particular order,
and then fired as fust as the trigeer
cauld be squeerpd. The smallest nine-
shot group measured 1-5'16 inches,
center-ta-center, ar smaller than some
madern wristwalch dials Noene of the
groups measured aver iwo inches and
most wers under 1% inches

Out of curlakity, the ald Massherg
Model 152 with ariginal sights, and
162801 with Weaver B-4 scope and its
slightly fogged lens, were iried on the
1,000 inch range, using seme of the
aame ammunition, The 152 magezine
was londed six rounde at a time (7
round magazine: and the 152M1 was
loaded with a4 dozen rounds, The
amallest three-shot group produced
with the Model 152 measured 7/8.
inch, center-to.center, using the
Remington/Eley Match EPS |oad,
although the Winchester M.22 load
produced several inch groups, Groups
using the fold-down forend as a grip
produced slightly larger groups, The

152/M 1 with its logged scope didn't
produce much smaller groups, with
the best two ench measuring 11/18-
inch, obtained using the Federal
Classic High Veloeity and the Winches-
ter M.22 Tonds. (Both riffes, nested on
sitndbups would o doeul, produce
smaller groups, but hey simply verified
Lthe new Brazilten rifle bearing the
Mossberg name can shoat with the
original Mossberg-munufactured rifles
True, the eriginals were stéel and
hurdwood rifles and lelt solid in the
hands. The latest iz stee], allovs, and
synthetics, and feels that way, but what
elae |3 new? The Mossberg Tactical 22 s
jt:]] i fun i_ru:u. For ].l|t!'|.k|l"|h espocially

shiomiper wanid preter, but 1|

st D he Fifle be il mte oo

from cartridges with by

elovitiey lowe

l'rluuh[a'l:i Boope
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Right side of the Mossberg Tactical 22 receiver hous
back, the magazine follower visible In the ejection;
mount rall attached to the carry handle. The magazin
side of the magazine well and the cross-boll safety
cut-out portion of the clamshell housing.

Man linked to Seati
dies in San Francis

Hut Ha
carthed by
gun police

A bizarre cage spanning two states
left more questions than answers, and
two people dead, with palice in Seallle

and San Francisco irving to canneet informant
the dots, caliber pig

Three days after a 19-year-old Meanwl
Seattle teen, Tanaya Gilbert, was shot  reported]y
dead by a punman while sitting in a deteitives
car with two ather teens in the ciyv’s between E
Central District, & man sought as a in mid-lu
“person of inlerest” in thal case was A video
killed in a shootoul with San Fran- Saun Frane
cigto police. An nutopsy revealed A striped,
that 19-vear-old Kenneth Harding ently grak
died from a self~inflicted gunshaet beside Ha

wuund Lu Lhu hm:d San Fran

%

wound Lo §
repuried,!
accidenta

Harding
ington St
Bay Corrg

rove I'IT!'H p'nrlh‘i] conyicted felon
weEed was nol recoversd h'_- police al

the scene. Someone apparently
grabbed it, and a differant piztal
thiat wos recovered by police later
thanks to an informant, was of a

different caliber Washingti

Harding traded shots with San had serve
Francisoo police after he was ap canvicled)
proached on the platform of a rapid commeroy
transit station ns police were doinga  old Seattl
routing fure check. He allegedly ran Giilber!
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